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Ups and downs
*
We have a few cases of children failing treatment, because of serious side effects or because they have
developed resistance to the drugs. Some children are coping with treatment without the support of their
parents, and in other cases the children are now growing towards adolescence which requires a different
approach. At the moment adolescents are referred to other hospitals like Groote Schuur, which is quite
some distance away and makes it more difficult to keep the child on treatment.

Sustainability
*
We are empowering the children to take more responsibility in the administration of their medicine and
giving them more information on health issues.

Family Support

Ups and downs
*
There was an increase in child headed families from

The Family Support team helps
families to cope with difficult
situations and stay together by
providing:

last year – for example, one sibling group lost their
parents last year in December with no other family
members taking them in. These children were (and
are) still at school, but had some of their grants
were ended because of their ages. We were able
to intervene and get the grants restored.

•
•
•
•
•

home visits
spiritual and moral support
help with grant and ID document access
referrals for counselling
practical support and food parcels where
needed.

For example, a total of 464 home visits were made,
520 food parcels were issued to families and 131
families referred for special services such as family
counselling.
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The positive side is that we see that access to social
grants can make a significant improvement in health
for all the family members.

Sustainability
*
More focus is now put on strengthening the capacity
of the families to be responsible and independent.
Also information provision is helping families to be
able to locate relevant assistance they need.

One of the success stories we had was with a girl called Zomie*. She was part
of the youth group for more than four years and also in the leadership for a
year, and is now working for a company as receptionist. When she joined the
company she told them about Beautiful Gate and what we had done for her.
Last year in December her company donated gifts for our children and this
year they are planning to do more. What a wonderful way to give back!
Sustainability
*
We aim to become more sustainable in our work by encouraging greater leadership from the young
people in running the groups.

Community Networking
and Capacity Building
We are part of several networks
within the community, with the aim
of building the capacity of the
community itself to support children
and families through sharing ideas,
information and resources. We belong
to the Ward Forum, the junior soccer
league, and the Pastors’ Forum, as
well as maintaining relationships
with organisations such as the local
schools.
Sixteen soccer teams of the junior soccer league –
for youngsters under the age of 13 - have benefited
in using the Beautiful Gate “stadium” every
Saturday. If you compare this to last year when
there were only eight teams that participated, this
year has seen a remarkable increase in interest.
These teams come from Lower Crossroads, Philippi
and Acacia which are situated close to Beautiful
Gate. The teams are often coached and managed
by young people still at school themselves. Through
helping to provide constructive activities for the
children, we are also encouraging the teenagers
to develop leadership skills and contribute to the
community.

Several tournaments have taken place including
a “Win a Jersey Tournament” which was
sponsored by House of Aftro - a sewing group
which rent business space at Beautiful Gate. “Green
Lovers” team was happy to walk away with the first
prize, which was a great achievement for them.
The neighbouring school (Kwa-Faku Primary
School) also used our sports field for athletics
training for their children, as they do not have a
grass area for athletics and soccer. We were
especially pleased to see some of the children in
residential care, who go to Kwa-Faku, taking part!

Ups and downs
*
Sometimes the lack of resources in this community
can be very disheartening, as we see amazing
ideas getting lost and enthusiastic people getting
discouraged from helping others in their community.
We support where we can, but we will never be
able to do everything.
One a positive note, with the approach of the
World Cup we have seen a lot of enthusiasm for
soccer! We aim to build on that and encourage
more sports on our field, as well as encourage
sports groups to use their influence to address life
skills topics.

Sustainability
*
We aim to build on the strengths of individuals and
groups in the community, so that in future they can
continue independently of Beautiful Gate

